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about six hours. By that time the troops on
each side had given way so as to give the enemy
an opportunity to turn both flanks, and conse-
quently General "Wallace gave orders for the
whole brigade to fall back. "The Second and
Seventh retired through a severe fire from both
flanks, and reformed, while the Twelfth and
Fourteenth .... delayed by their en-
deavors to save a battery which had been placed
in their rear, were completely surrounded and
compelled to surrender.''

The two regiments that had escaped capture
formed, along with fragments of other regi-
ments, "an important part of the line of last
resistance at Shiloh on the 6th of April, and
again the regiment occupied a post of honor.
On Monday, the 7th, the Second Iowa was
placed under the orders of General Nelson
[Q-eneral Wallace was killed April 6th] and
made a bayonet charge in a most gallant man-
ner, the enemy giving way before them. It will
thus be seen that the regiment well sustained
at Shiloh the record it had made at Donelson.''
The entire loss of the Second Iowa was between
seventy and eighty men.87

Lieutenant Weaver described the battle in a
letter written to his wife on April 9, 1862. In
this account he stated that "the enemy under
Beauregard, one hundred thousand strong,
made a most vigorous attack .... Our